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In fact, I have legislation that would 

save $100 billion over the next 10 years 
and would start us on a much different 
path to rein in the bloated, expensive, 
unnecessary, and redundant nuclear de-
terrent that is many times more than 
we can afford or that we need. How 
many times do we have to completely 
destroy a country from how many dif-
ferent platforms in order to meet our 
objective of deterrence? We are spend-
ing more in inflation-adjusted terms 
than we spent at the height of the cold 
war with the Soviet Union. Not only is 
the program more than we need, but 
the costs are out of control. 

I am pleased that later today we will 
debate an amendment that the Rules 
Committee made in order to make last 
year’s Congressional Budget Office re-
port on the reliability of the weapons 
costs an annual event. That is impor-
tant because the first report that was 
issued in December showed that there 
is a $150 billion underestimation from 
the administration’s current program 
projections, and that is before the com-
mittee added more money and changed 
the timelines. 

By all means, let’s have that debate 
on the floor of the House, on how many 
of these weapons we need. We have 
never used these weapons in 69 years 
and are too expensive and actually, in 
and of themselves, are dangerous. Let’s 
have the debate sooner rather than 
later so that we can set our priorities. 
In the meantime, let’s not confuse the 
tiny reallocation under my amendment 
with a larger question that is 1,000 
times greater. 

What it does show is that the money 
is there to help the Air Guard do their 
job right. It would be a shame if we let 
them down and did not approve the 
Blumenauer amendment. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 18 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Eternal God, we give You thanks for 
giving us another day. 

We pause now in Your presence and 
acknowledge our dependence on You. 

We ask Your blessing upon the men 
and women of this, the people’s House. 
Keep them aware of Your presence as 
they face the tasks of this day, that no 
burden be too heavy, no duty too dif-
ficult, and no work too wearisome. 

Help them and, indeed, help us all to 
obey Your law, to do Your will, and to 
walk in Your way. Grant that they 
might be good in thought, gracious in 
word, generous in deed, and great in 
spirit. 

Make this a glorious day in which all 
are glad to be alive, eager to work, and 
ready to serve You, our great Nation, 
and all our fellow brothers and sisters. 

May all that is done this day be for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from Arizona (Mrs. KIRK-
PATRICK) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mrs. KIRKPATRICK led the Pledge 
of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

NATIONAL DEFENSE 
AUTHORIZATION ACT 

(Mr. WILLIAMS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, as we 
approach Memorial Day to honor and 
remember the fallen heroes who paid 
the ultimate price while serving in the 
Armed Forces, it is vital for Congress 
to ensure appropriate funding for our 
troops. 

With crises around the world and 
constant threats to our national de-
fense, we ask a lot of those who wear 
the uniform. They shouldn’t have to 
ask for anything in return. 

In November 2009, an Islamic extrem-
ist opened fire on troops at Fort Hood, 
killing 14 and injuring dozens of others. 
The victims and survivors have been 
denied the benefits and honors granted 
to injured troops in combat zones be-
cause the President considers the mas-
sacre workplace violence, rather than a 
terrorist attack. 

Nobody in America, but this adminis-
tration, believes this was workplace vi-
olence. The men and women dressed in 
Army fatigues that day were targets 
simply because they were American 
soldiers. 

H.R. 4435, the National Defense Au-
thorization Act, brings the victims of 

the Fort Hood shooting one step closer 
to receiving the Purple Heart medal, 
giving them the benefits they earned 
and the recognition they deserve. 

They were victims of terrorism, and 
it is time for them to be recognized as 
such. I urge every Member to vote in 
favor of our troops. Vote for H.R. 4435. 

In God we trust. 
f 

EXTEND UNEMPLOYMENT 
BENEFITS 

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, it is just 
wrong. It is wrong that we have 2.8 mil-
lion hardworking Americans who have 
lost their jobs and are looking every 
day for their next job. 

They stand to lose everything that 
they have worked for, and this Con-
gress has within its power the ability 
to act to save them from losing decades 
of hard work, losing their house, losing 
their car, losing the roof over their 
head; but this Congress fails to bring 
up a bill that has passed the Senate, 
that the President would sign, that 
would extend unemployment benefits 
to 2.8 million Americans who work 
hard every day. 

There is one reason that this Con-
gress has failed to act, and it is because 
the Speaker and the Republican leader-
ship will not bring this bill to the floor. 

This bill would not increase the def-
icit. It is paid for, but it would end the 
misery and the suffering of so many 
hardworking people who get up every 
day, wondering if today is the day that 
the foreclosure notice will come, if 
today is the day that the car will be re-
possessed. 

We are all Americans. We have al-
ways stood together. We have always 
helped one another when times are 
tough. For 2.8 million people, times are 
tough. 

Congress needs to act. I call on this 
House to bring up H.R. 4415. Let’s do 
this now. 

f 

REVITALIZING THE CITY OF 
MORAINE, OHIO 

(Mr. TURNER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TURNER. Mr. Speaker, in 2008, 
during the depths of the recession, a 
former General Motors plant closed in 
the city of Moraine, Ohio. The plant 
was set for demolition, which would 
have ended any hope of jobs returning 
to the site. 

Moraine Mayor Elaine Allison, City 
Manager David Hicks, and Economic 
Director Michael Davis all worked very 
diligently to preserve this resource and 
make certain this plant was not a 
parking lot. Their tireless efforts paid 
off. 

Last Thursday, the city of Moraine 
officially welcomed Fuyao, a thriving 
auto parts manufacturer, back to the 
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former GM facility, creating hundreds 
of new jobs throughout the region. 

I want to congratulate the mayor, 
city council and city manager and eco-
nomic director of Moraine for this 
great accomplishment and teamwork. 
They rallied the community behind 
this resource. 

Congratulations to the leadership in 
Moraine. It was great working with 
you on this project. 

f 

ACCOUNTABILITY IS NEEDED IN 
THE DEPARTMENT OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS 

(Mrs. KIRKPATRICK asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. KIRKPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to talk about the need for 
accountability and action in the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs. I urge 
my colleagues to sign on to a letter I 
have written the Secretary that fol-
lows up my call on May 6 for a nation-
wide audit of all veteran medical facili-
ties. 

While the VA has stated that an 
audit is currently under way, I am very 
concerned about testimony in last 
week’s Senate Veterans Affairs hear-
ing. In that hearing, it was suggested 
that the audit under way may not be as 
thorough and comprehensive as what I 
called for. 

I do not believe that a thorough, in- 
depth examination of patient sched-
uling in every VA facility can be ac-
complished in just a few weeks. 

Mr. Speaker, if we are dealing with a 
serious, systemic problem, then this 
audit is critical. We need a thorough 
and comprehensive review of sched-
uling practices at every VA medical fa-
cility. Anything less would be a dis-
service to our veterans who deserve a 
health care system they can trust. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE RUN NOW 
RELAY TEAM OF CLEVELAND, 
TENNESSEE 

(Mr. DESJARLAIS asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. DESJARLAIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate the Run Now 
Relay team of Cleveland, Tennessee. 
Run Now Relay ran more than 1,000 
miles—from Cleveland to Boston—to 
support and raise money for the vic-
tims of the Boston bombings. 

These extraordinary men and women 
ran nonstop through eight States in 
just over a week. Together, they sur-
passed their goal of $50,000, raising 
more than $63,000 for those impacted by 
the tragedy in Boston last year. 

The Run Now Relay team pledged 100 
percent of the funds to the One Step 
Ahead Foundation, which aids the chil-
dren who underwent amputation be-
cause of the bombing; and Dream Big, 
a nonprofit dedicated to helping under-
privileged girls through sports. 

The team stopped in Washington last 
week, and my office had the pleasure of 
meeting with these remarkable folks. 
Thank you for sharing your mission 
with us. 

Run Now Relay truly exemplifies the 
great volunteer tradition that defines 
the State of Tennessee, and I commend 
the group on their spirit and commit-
ment to honor the victims of the Bos-
ton bombings. 

They certainly illustrate the best of 
our great country. We are one Nation. 

f 

EXTEND UNEMPLOYMENT 
BENEFITS 

(Mr. HORSFORD asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. HORSFORD. Mr. Speaker, I come 
to the floor today to remind my Repub-
lican colleagues that there are over 2.8 
million Americans who have been cut 
off from unemployment insurance ben-
efits since December 28, 2013. 

We are back here in session for 2 
weeks, the Senate has worked and 
passed a measure to renew unemploy-
ment insurance, yet Speaker BOEHNER 
refuses to bring up a bill. 

Why, Mr. Speaker? 
One of those 2.8 million Americans is 

Mitch from Nevada. He is 55 and lost 
his job of 8 years in March of 2013. 
Since his unemployment insurance 
ended, he has sold many of his belong-
ings just to stay in his house and to 
feed his family. 

Mitch is a Republican, but more im-
portantly, he is an American, and he is 
pleading for congressional leaders to 
not turn their backs on him. 

For all struggling Nevadans, I want 
you to know that we have not forgot-
ten about you. 

Mr. Speaker, schedule a vote to ex-
tend unemployment insurance benefits 
to the 2.8 million Americans, the 37,000 
Nevadans. 

My time may have expired, but it is 
more important that the unemploy-
ment insurance benefits that has ex-
pired be extended. 

f 

IMPRISONMENT OF SONIA GARRO 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to speak out for Sonia Garro, a 
member of the pro-democracy group, 
Las Damas de Blanco—the Ladies in 
White—who has languished in one of 
Castro’s prisons for over 2 years. 

Her case is one of many that dem-
onstrates the dismal condition of 
human rights under the Castro tyranny 
in my native homeland of Cuba. 

In 2012, Sonia and the Ladies in 
White sought an audience with the 
Pope, but, unfortunately, were impris-
oned in the wave of repression leading 
up to the visit of His Holiness. 

I, along with many of our congres-
sional colleagues, have asked Amnesty 

International to designate Sonia as a 
prisoner of conscience. The Castros 
cannot tolerate dissent and use vio-
lence to silence calls for democracy by 
beating and imprisoning dissenting 
voices. 

The Cuban people are courageous, 
Mr. Speaker, and they will continue to 
fight for liberty, for human rights; and 
we must help them in their struggle for 
freedom. 

f 

21ST CENTURY BUY AMERICA ACT 

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, tomor-
row, I will introduce the 21st Century 
Buy America Act with Senator CHRIS 
MURPHY, to modernize decades-old Buy 
American standards and help create 
new manufacturing jobs in the United 
States. 

Congress should make sure that 
American taxpayer dollars are used to 
buy goods manufactured here at home, 
not overseas, whenever we can. 

Our bill will strengthen existing Buy 
America standards and make a number 
of important changes to support our 
domestic manufacturing base. For ex-
ample, it will make manufacturers of 
items in short supply here at home eli-
gible for resources to help them com-
pete against foreign manufacturers for 
U.S. government contracts. 

In addition, this bill increases trans-
parency requirements for agencies that 
provide waivers, and it increases the 
domestic content percentage require-
ment so that, to qualify as American- 
made, you have to prove that a major-
ity of the materials are actually made 
right here in America. 

Most importantly, this legislation 
will help grow our manufacturing sec-
tor and create new jobs by providing an 
increased demand for American-made 
products by the Federal Government. 

It is time to bring manufacturing 
back to America and to support exist-
ing manufacturing, and the United 
States Government should lead by ex-
ample. 

f 

VETERANS DESERVE BETTER 
FROM THE VA 

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today, not only as a 
Member of Congress, but as a veteran 
and former prisoner of war, demanding 
answers on behalf of my fellow vet-
erans. 

Recently, reports surfaced that re-
gional VA employees had secret lists to 
hide the lengthy wait times for pa-
tients, which may have resulted in the 
loss of lives of some of our veterans. 
This is unacceptable. 

Our men and women in uniform serve 
their country admirably, risking their 
lives to keep us safe and protect our 
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